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Owner 

Unitarian Church Society 

Date  of Erection 

1825 

Builders 

Committee  to build 
Albert Newhall 
Joshua Hiohardsc-n 
John Pussey 

Present C .rid it A on 

Builders 
Henry Dyer,   bias on 
Nathan IIoiv,   Carpenter 
Stephen ilo^rell,  Stone Cvbtcr 

Galleries   lov/ered and avails  stuccoed  in 1852,     Sunday School Kocm 
cr Parish Re cm added in 1890, 

ivamoer oi   -Stories 

Pb.in 2uiiding-Cne Story and  Gallery 
Addition-One  Story 

I.lato_rials^ of_ Construction 

Exterior P/alls-rcu^h cut.Granite*    Slate R- • f.     Interior walls 
stuccoed.     :,Iaple mouldings   on pevre-side   r:anelllnr   on pev/s painted* 
Pulpit-mahogany*     Gallery balustrade panelled.     Curved hung ceiling. 

2y*L°I 5*1^ *?&  Records 

Ptchinr;  of First -Meeting House built by U-.itari&r, Society which vrets 
located at  comer cf  India and :.Cid-'le   Streets.     Engraving of frame 
church first built  on present   site of  stone church.     Signatures  of 
parishioners vfr.o endorsed petition to build present  stone church* 
In  custody of the  first Parish Church.     Person Thomas  Smith's  diary 

■which has   since been published as  "Smith's   Journal"  and in the   files 
of P'aine Historical Society Librae,   piyes history of church and  cf 
Portland.     lirst Parish,   Portland,  Paine boolc published by Maine 
Geneolj^ieal Society  and  in files of Paine Historical   Society Library, 
history of church. 
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fhe Unitarian   f hunch Society was the first organized church society 
east  oT Vfc-lls,   haine anu  uuilt the first meeting house  in Portland 
(then Faln:>uth)   in  1721*     Tt rra-   a  small  single story fra:;;e buildirig 
vvhich was  af^r—". vd used, as  a toi'fii, house*     Its   location was  at   bhe 
corner  c.'   India and -dddle Streets, 

i\y.~   ■■-■<■■■■■>'--   hiurch,   a sizable   frsrie   structure v/dth  a bell  to;ver, 
v;a.r built in 1710  on the  site  of the present  first Parish Church* 
In the  present  church,   there  are  two hard  painted   landscapes  vfhieh 
v;ero   removed  from the  ■: aneilin,j of the   pews  in tha   second  frame 
church,     ihese paintings were the work  of Charles   C ;;a^ane     The 
frame  church stood from 1740 to 1625 when it was torn down and 
the  stone  structure built to  replace it. 

Henry hadsworth Longfellow,   the peat,  when a  student  in fowdoin 
CofLege,  ".;rote an interesting poors protesting the  rasing  of the 
frame  church*      ihe  fadsworbh and Longfellow  families  "'X-'O   ^yirh.-ers 
of the  first   Parish and the pew which the  Longfellow iduaily 
occupied can bs   seen in the church. 

The ):iain church  building  remains wash as  it was built*    An 
addition has  been built  at  the east   side   of the .uah:  church   and 
is used as a Sunday  School  roow and ^arish room, 

Cyrus II. Ih Curtis, justed publisher, who was Corn in Portland, 
purchased trie hunicipa'l Concert Crgan for the city of Portland 
in ric>n.ory  of Persian Pot ssehiua u, 

ohn.ar,   organist  anu eonposor,   v;ho was 
organist  of this  church   for   forty-seven years,   are placed  ha a 
n:: she   in Che   res ' Trail   sf the  ^ailery of the   church* 

Parson  f hour c  .C.rlth,  rd -ul. ;tcr  o:.'  » irst   Pv r5 sh Church   fVor  a 
xv'■-■'-■,or  of ■ "Ct"1 "■''   hG-" 1 ''i'' ■ ■ *  "*•r- 27     i'■;   ■ ': s   so "^"sc.'a 1 o iaru "■"! f^'j o*;]i 1 i she ' 
gave  much  cf   :;he  hiifw-y   oC the  church   cud  iho   ear.',   h:l story of 
the  city  of Portland.  . Parson   >^ ith was  a   phy^.'cian to  sf s 
parishioners  as well  as  the  minister of the  church*     dof,   Portland 

v^ust  11,   )CrfC.(PcrCIsni   ^crspbaoP nuihor  21 ■-- -•-■j    -■ ■'■■•'- <.,- ■■ 

reveu t 

j/aue 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

FIRST PARISH CHURCH  (UNITARIAN) HABS No.  ME-6 

Addendum to 
First Parish Church 
425 Congress Street 
Portland 
Cumberland County 
Maine 

Location; 425 Congress Street {N. side between Elm and Chestnut 
Streets) Portland, Cumberland County, Maine. 

PART I.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

All of the information in this addendum is from the First Parish Church 
Archives. Copies courtesy of William B. Jordan, jr. First Parish Historian, 
672 Ocean Avenue, Portland, Maine. 

A.  An account of the expenses that went beyond the contract between the 
Parish Committee and the contractors. 

THE FIRST PARISH IN PORTLAND TO NATHAN HOW AND HENRY DYER 

To the following materials and work furnished in completing their Meeting 
House exclusive of what is embraced in their contracts. 

To putting the carving on the sides of the Main House  130.00 
■ do on the do   on the porch and gable end of M. House  60.00 
" 60 feet additional hammered stone on steeple at 1/6 per foot  15.00 
" materials and labor in building columns in cellars to support 

Galleries   27.87 
" materials and do putting on second coat of plastering  58.00 
" do Mr. Haverland for stucco cornice on two side of the house  50.00 
" do Mr. Farrey for fifty feet addition to the tread of steps at .... 

50 cents .. 25.00 
■ do Mr. Farrey for two perches of rocks under the steps   4.00 
■ do Mr. Brooks for 46 1/2 tbs lead at 11 cts. per tb for ..do...  5,11 
" materials (except copper) and labor in the addition of height of 

steeple  25.00 
" paid Messrs. wyer, Noble & Co. for copper and labor in coppering 

same   149,86 
" paint and labour in putting on the third coat on steeple  30.00 
■ paid for oak for bell stock and truckage of same   3.50 
" do Mr. Stanley for his labor in stocking the Bell  10.00 
" do for oak plank to stock the tongue of the Bell  , .17 
" do truckage and putting on Counter Balance to Bell  3.50 
" five pair of cloth doors, pannelled, at 4 dols per pair  20.00 
" casing out the short entry ways and materials for same  12.00 
" paint and painting doors and entry ways   10.00 
" paid for door springs for the five pair of doors   7.80 
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do for butts and serves for same  3.00 
do for 7 solid knots for doors at 2/3 each  2.62 
do for hooks and staples 3/—2 tacks $/  1.50 
altering and rehanging 2 pair large doors & for butts & screws ..... 4.00 
paid Mr. J, Rimball for carving capitals and foliage & truckage .... 59.25 
materials and labour on and about the pulpit beyond the estimate ... 60.00 
paid for wire and brass eyes for carpet rods  1,93 
1 clout mails '63— For 4 days work by K. L. D. on chandelier $8 ... 8.63 
paid for 10 hooks and staples for window fastenings  .83 
3 days work in putting up the Organ by Cummins at 9/—  4.50 

carried 
over $793.07 

To amount brought forward  793.00 
■ screws and nails furnished in setting up the Organ  2.00 
" 2 days work by How in putting down carpets and draperies  4.00 
■ paid Johnson and Eaton for extra work on circular pews  30.00 
" labour in putting on brass numbers to the Pews  ,  5.00 
" paid for white oak to brace the spear and labor in putting on same . 2.75 
" materials and labour in making steps to light the Chandelier  2.75 
" .. .do. ..do. ..do. ..publishment box and trimmings  1.00 
" paid W. S. Loud of Boston for mahogany  310.00 
" do freight and truckage of same ,  9.41 
" do W. Haskell for mahogany $8.63 ...to paid same for do $4.03  12.66 
" do W. Evans for wire for galleries  9.00 
" do Davis for labor on same and do  5.00 
■ do N. Marstin for turning bannisters  3.00 
- do E. Marstin ■   do   8.41 
■ do J. Barnes  "   do   18.17 
" do John Kimball for carving  10.75 
" do William Hoit for building gallery pews  130.00 
" do Clark, Davis, Smith, Brown, Beal, Cummings, 

Bolton, Mason and How for work on galleries  422.79 
" do Clark for fiscing in the time piece and alterations of same  12.00 
" do timber and survey of same for side galleries  80.00 
■ do framing and truckage of same  20.00 
* do furring the under side galleries  7.00 
" do plastering and materials for same under galleries  35.00 
" do 6 clear and merchantable boards for pews and floors  68.00 
n    do for iron braces to secure the side galleries to the walls   10.00 
" do hinges, buttons and screws for side gallery pews  8.50 
n do for paint and Hamlin for painting gallery pews  52.00 

carried over   $2072.26 

To amount brought forward  .,$2072.26 
" oiling and varnishing mahogany work including materials  10.00 
" 150 lbs. of nails for side galleries   10.50 
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ten reeded columns to support galleries and painting at $6 each .... 60.00 
288 feet joist and framing same for front standards  17.88 
bars and banisters and casing and painting same for side windows ... 12.00 
laying double floors in side galleries  17.50 
furnishing complete and hanging blinds to the 

ten windows in New Meeting house at 19$ per window ... 190.00 
extra work done on ten windows sills and base for rustick  90.14 
18 perch rock and laying, being extra thickness of foundation  63.00 
N. How's expenses and time to Boston at request of Committee   27.00 
H. Dyers's...do *.,..do " and Portsmouth   27.45 
paid for locks for cellar and other doors, screws  30.25 
nine feet hammered stone for window in tower at 25 cts  2.25 
difference of expenses between stoned and glazing for 2 windows ... 20.91 

$2651.14 

Contra 
By deduction from Woodcarving, conductors, .as per agreement...$171,00. 
By furnishing Vane, balls and soear as per agreement  90.00. 

.. 261.00 
Balance due $2390.14 

Portland, April 26, 1826 
Received payment of this balance by receipt or Contract and general 
account with the Committee. 

Nathan How 
Henry Dyer 

B.  The Bill and Correspondence concerning the weathervane of the Old 
Jerusalem Meeting House, Portland, Maine (then Falmouth). The 
Meeting House was torn down in 1825 and Vane was placed on the 
present First Parish Church that year. 

Boston Novr. 4th 1760 

From [sic] Mr. Samu. Parkman 

To Thomas Drowne — 

• 

Stuff & Workmanship, Gold, & Guilding, Weather Vane, For 
Falmouth Meeting House   88:12:9 
Jona. Dakin Top of Spindle 9 1/2 - 7/6  3:11:3 

Case for Ditto ■  4:10:— 
Old Tenor in 96:14:— 
In Lawfull money 12:17:10 1/2 
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Boston Novr. 4th 1790 

Mr. Cotton: 

In according to your advice to me Sometime agoe I have Got a vain 
made for the steeple of your meeting house and send it packt up in a Boxe by 
Capt Ebenr. Maho and here with Enclose.......or Note of it, with Some 
Directions about a f ixin it up. I Thote proper the spindle the vane Turns on 
sho be procurd by the make of the vane that he might use it to turn Easey, but 
as theire is a shank to be joynd to it special Care must be taken that the 
Spindle if not affected so as Cacht on   one hair breath and well It was 
made by Mr. Thoas Drowne who is the most Imloyd for making vains. The   of 
Esteamd the best Workman at it of any In the Province.    as the materials 
are Cash articles, Thatte paid for pat [part] of the Work allready, Mr. 
Drowne prayes his money may be sent as soon as posable, the other article you 
sent for Capt. Maho hath procurd and brings with him. I wish them Safe to 
your hand, and am With Respects your most Humble Servant. 

Samuel Parkman 

Boston March 16th 1761 

Gentlmen 

This is to Desire you to Remitt The pay For the Vane I 
made for you Meeting house Last fall. I am inconsiderable Advance for the 
Copper and Gold, and should be glad to have it Discharged. I have not 
Received a farthing for it, I was to Wait a reasonable Time Till Mr. Parkman 
to whom I charged the same, had Received it of themselves, which I think, 
Gentlemen, I have. 

Your Humble Servant 

Thomas Drownne 


